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strikes the blanket with a bunch of thorny plants in order to
drive the evil out of the sufferer's body.    She then shakes the
blanket out of the window, in order to rid it of the evil which
has been transferred to it from the patient.    When a man has
been frightened, as by the attack of a wild buffalo, a crocodile,
or a python, it is thought that his soul has quitted his body
and must be recalled.    The priestess makes the figure of a
serpent out of leaves and strokes it over the man's body,
chanting her litany, while she beats the figure with a bunch
of leaves.    Then she hangs the figure through a hole in the
floor.    The effigy is then put in a basket with rice, betel, and
an egg, which last is given to the serperit to bite instead of the
man.    Sometimes a rope is used instead of an image of a
snake, especially in cases of chronic rheumatism.    The rope
is passed over the aching joints, while the priestess beats it
with a bunch of leaves and says that she is " unbinding "
the malady.    Then the rope is let down through an opening
in the floor.    Or the rope, representing the sickness is placed
in the model of a boat and carried out of the village.    At the
dedication of a new house the priestess comes to fix the souls
of the inmates in their bodies.    Each person's soul is in a
packet of life-giving herbs which is brought from the old
house to the new.   When the rice does not grow well, its
soul is supposed to be absent and the priestess goes and fetches
it back from the spirits in the sky.    The soul of the rice is
seen in the form of some grains of rice, which she lets fall
from a bunch of dracaena leaves.1   When rain is wanted, the
priestess professes to make it by collecting the buffaloes in
the spirit land and driving them into a pool, so that the water
of the pool overflows and falls in the form of rain.    But this
rain-making ceremony belongs to another part of our subject.2
Among the  Dyaks inhabiting  the  Dusun  district  of
Southern Borneo, in case of a serious illness sacrifice is offered.
If that produces no alleviation, a medicine-man (baliari) is
called in.    He is received in the principal room of the house,
where the patient lies.    In the middle of the room a sort of
altar is erected, on which stands a vessel containing 6ra$, an
egg,   and  dainties.   A light  ladder,   composed  of reeds,
1 N. Adriani and A. C. Kruijt, op.        > See above, pp. 68-93.
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